
Ezra & Nehemiah
“Did you hear the news? We’re going home!” The word must 
have spread quickly that King Cyrus had issued a decree 
allowing many of the exiled Jews to return to Judah. Older 
people remembered what it was like before the Babylonians 
came. Younger people would have known only what they 
had experienced living under Babylonian and Persian rule, 
though they had likely been told stories from their elders 
about God’s promise to restore their nation. God kept His 
promise to restore the Israelites. The returning exiles would 
face tough times during the coming decades as they sought 
to reestablish their nation. But God had a plan to care for His 
people. He would send Ezra and Nehemiah to help rebuild 
Jerusalem and to lead the people to true repentance, leading 
to full restoration in their relationship with God. Our children 
will learn that confession and repentance of sin is required of 
those desiring to have a right relationship with God.

Main Passages Ezra & Nehemiah

Memory Verse  II Chronicles 7:14 (NIV)
Younger  version      

... if my people ... pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I ... will forgive their sin...

Older version
... if my people who are called by my name, will humble 

themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their 
sin and will heal their land.
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