
The Centurion’s Faith
The days of Jesus’ ministry were a time of much tension in 
Israel. The Israelites had enjoyed a period of 
independence under the Hasmoneons (beginning in 167 
B.C.). When the Romans arrived as conquerors 
(approximately a century later), they assimilated Israel into 
their empire. In Jesus’ day, Israel was still an occupied 
country, resentfully paying taxes to Caesar, careful to avoid 
treacherous acts that would bring Roman retribution, and 
hoping for a future free from their control. But among the 
Roman soldiers in Capernaum was one centurion who 
feared God and had earned the respect of the Israelites. 
When one of the  Centurion’s servants became sick, he 
sent for Jesus. Jesus commended the centurion for his 
faith, foreshadowing the faith of many gentiles to come.

Main Passage Luke 7:1-10

Memory Verse  
Younger  version  Matthew 7:7a  
Keep asking and it will be given to you; keep searching 
and you will find.

Older version Matthew 7:7
Keep asking, and it will be given to you. Keep searching, 
and you will find. Keep knocking, and the door will be 
opened for you.
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